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REUTERS 

23 August 1984 


BOOK SAYS POPE GETS REGULAR BRIEFINGS FROM CIA 
BY ANDREW GELLER 
NEW YORK 

Pope John Paul Ii receives regular 

BRIEFINGS FRQH THE Clfi AND THE AGENCY HAS BECOME ONE OF HIS 
MOST TRUSTED SOURCES? SAYS A BOOK BEING PUBLISHED ABROAD THIS 
KEEK AND IN THE UNITED STATES NEXT MONTH. 

4 ‘Increasingly? John Paul’s decisions? his policies? his 

SPEECHES AND PRONOUNCEMENTS TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE Clfi BRIEFINGS 
HE RECEIVES? 44 IT SAYS. “THEY GIVE HIM A POLITICAL OVERVIEW NO 
OTHER POPE HAS ENJOYED. 44 

The bock? 4 Averting Rrkageddon? 4 4 has written by Gordon 
Thomas of Ireland and Max Horgan-Hitts of England? who have 

COLLABORATED ON NINE OTHER WORKS? INCLUDING AN EARLIER VOLUME 
ON THE POPE. 

It is being published in England tomorrow and in the United 
States in September. 

The book says that because of the briefings? the pope learned 

A WEEK BEFOREHAND THAT THE POLISH TRADE UNION SOLIDARITY WOULD 
BE OUTLAWED AND ITS LEADER? LECH WALESA? ARRESTED. 

{4 ThE Clfi CAUTIONED THERE HAS NOTHING JOHN PAUL COULD -- OR 
SHOULD -- DO ABOUT THESE EVENTS? 44 IT SAYS. 44 THIS WAS 
IMPRESSIVE FOREKNOWLEDGE AND THE POPE WAS PROFERLY IMPRESSED. 4 4 

The book also says that the Clfi brought the pope the first 
news -- in November? 1982 -- that Soviet President Leonid 
Brezhnev was dead and Vuri mndropqv had takeh his flace. 

Thomas and Horgan-witts wrote that the Clfi is 4£ a major 

INFLUENCE IN FORKING JOHN PAUL’S VIEW OF THE WORLD 44 AND THAT 
IT FIRMLY 4 ‘RETAINS ITS HOLD AS THE VATICAN’S CHIEF ADVISER 
FROM THE WORLD OF SECULAR INTELLIGENCE. 44 

Both the Clfi and the Vatican declined to comment on the book. 
The authors said their work was based on interviews with 
Vatican and intelligence officials and private and public 

DOCUMENTS. 

Elizabeth St. John? a spokeswoman for Doubleday? said some 

REVISIONS WERE MADE IH THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT BUT THEY DID NOT 


INCLUDE EITHER “C' 
EDITORIAL CHANGES. 


IS1DERABLE DELETIONS 44 OR 4 ‘SUBSTANTIAL 


Continued 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/19 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000201 160010-0 



